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dropped. There are some 40 States that
are working on this. There are some
States that are doing a very good job,
but as a Senator, I am not about to let
the Senate turn the clock back. I am
not about to let us, all of a sudden, say
that we no longer are interested in
calling upon States to deal with this
problem of disproportionate minority
confinement. I do not think we should
do so. We cannot pass quotas. We never
should. We cannot tell States how
many kids should be incarcerated, for
what crimes and all the rest.

What we can say is when you have
disproportionate minority confine-
ment, when you have a situation where
all too many times kids of color are
given much stiffer sentences for having
committed the same offenses as white
kids, we want to know what is going
on.

What this legislation does—and it
purports to be juvenile justice legisla-
tion—is take the justice out. It takes
the justice out. The justice would be to
make sure there is no discrimination.
The justice would be to make sure
there is fairness. The justice would be
to make sure there is justice.

The reason I mention this is that not
only do the kids of color all too often
find themselves way out of proportion
to their numbers in the State to be in-
carcerated but also to wind up in adult
facilities. Moreover, these corrections
facilities, if you want to call them cor-
rections facilities, all too often become
the gateway to kids then being impris-
oned in adult life.

It is astounding, but in 1999, going
into a new century, one-third of all Af-
rican American men, I think ages 20 to
26, are either in prison or on parole or
they are waiting to be sentenced.

I did not make an argument here on
the floor of the Senate that we should
not hold all citizens, regardless of color
of skin, accountable for crimes com-
mitted. That is not my argument. But
my argument is, when we have some
concern about possible discrimination,
then let’s at least be willing to study
the problem.

I see my colleague coming in. I want
to, when the Senator from Utah gets
settled in, try to explain the situation.
I will give my colleague time to catch
his breath.

I say to Senator HATCH, I did not
want to ask unanimous consent to
offer an amendment because I did not
see anybody on the other side. I was
saying to the Chair that I am ready to
go forward with an amendment, this
one dealing with disproportionate mi-
nority confinement, because I know
you want to move the bill forward.

I have been in contact with Senator
KENNEDY, and if you are ready, I am
certainly ready to debate it, and we
will try to do it within a reasonable
time limit.

Mr. HATCH. If the Senator will yield,
I believe the majority leader is going
to propound a unanimous consent re-
quest. I am hopeful the minority will
agree to this request so we can move

this forward. If I could suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum so we can get this
done, and as soon as that is granted, if
that is granted, then we will move on
to his unanimous consent and then try
to work out the time for the Senator.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Let me say to my
colleague that I think I will continue
to, rather than go into a quorum call,
speak about the subject matter.

Mr. HATCH. Sure.
Mr. WELLSTONE. That might help. I

want to make it crystal clear that I am
ready to go forward with this amend-
ment. I am not asking unanimous con-
sent that I be able to send this amend-
ment to the desk because I guess until
we have this agreement, then it most
likely would be rejected. But I am
ready for debate on this amendment.

Let me just say that when we get
into the thick of this debate, I want to
just bring to the attention of Senators,
Democrats and Republicans alike, the
strong support, the strong passionate
support for this amendment on the
part of the civil rights community in
this country, broadly defined, on the
part of children’s organizations, broad-
ly defined, and on the part of lawyers
and people who have been down in the
trenches working with kids for years.

This is an extremely important
amendment that speaks to a funda-
mental flaw in this legislation. So, for
the record, I am ready to offer this
amendment. I will wait for the major-
ity leader to come out.

I ask my colleague from Utah, who is
leaving, could I ask unanimous consent
that when we go to amendments on the
juvenile justice bill, that this be the
first amendment up?

Mr. HATCH. If the Senator would
withhold, right now we are trying to
work out a unanimous consent agree-
ment. We are trying to work out some
other matters, but I am certainly going
to try to work with the Senator on
this. It is an important amendment,
and we have to face it. So, if the Sen-
ator will just work with me, I will try
to get this so that it works.
f

KOSOVO

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President,
while we are waiting, let me just re-
peat a little bit of what I said yester-
day. I have been speaking with some
other Senators about this as well.
While I understand that we have a very
crowded schedule, I do believe that the
Senate should take some time this
week to discuss or to debate our mili-
tary action in Kosovo.

I have spoken now for the last sev-
eral weeks about this. I will not repeat
all that I have said. Next time I come
to the floor with specific proposals and
ideas, I hope to be able to do that with
other Senators. And I see my colleague
from Washington is on the floor, so I
am going to yield in about 30 seconds,
if I can. But quite apart from what spe-
cific proposals I want to make as a
Senator about where we are and where
I believe we must go as a nation, I

want to make a larger point right now,
which is I believe the Senate ought to
be debating this question. I believe we
should have full discussion and full de-
bate.

One thing I am certain of—and I
mentioned this yesterday—when we
voted on authorizing airstrikes, I asked
my colleague, Senator BIDEN, what is
the purpose? I read yesterday from the
RECORD; and in the RECORD it was stat-
ed hopefully to be able to stop the
slaughter, hopefully to be able to get
Milosevic to the bargaining table, and
to degrade the military force.

I think in light of the last 8 weeks
and what has happened, in many ways
the objectives have changed. The objec-
tives have changed. The bombing is
more than just degrading the military
force. It has a different set of goals.

I am not even right now going to
argue about the pluses and the minuses
of all that. I think it is irresponsible
for the Senate not to take up this ques-
tion and not to have positive—not
hateful, not demagogic—really
thoughtful, substantive discussion and
debate.

I know we have other business right
now, but I am going to come back very
soon and try to push this question
much harder.

I yield the floor.
Mrs. MURRAY addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington.
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business for 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. MURRAY. Thank you, Mr.
President.
f

BOMBING OF THE CHINESE
EMBASSY

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, the
Senate is focused on many important
issues this week, including youth vio-
lence, the important Y2K issue, emer-
gency appropriations for our Nation’s
farmers, victims of Hurricane Mitch,
and funding NATO’s efforts in the Bal-
kans. These are all very timely and im-
portant debates, and I look forward to
joining my colleagues in discussing
these important issues.

For a moment, though, I would really
like to focus the Senate on the recent
accidental bombing of the Chinese em-
bassy in Belgrade and on the U.S.-
China relationship.

The bombing of the Chinese embassy
in Belgrade cannot be trivialized. As
President Clinton has repeatedly ex-
pressed, the U.S. and NATO accepts
full responsibility for this terrible mis-
take. We all extend our apologies to
the Chinese people and the families of
those who were killed and injured.

I am prepared to accept that this un-
fortunate accident caused a lot of
anger among the Chinese Government
and the Chinese people. That is to be
expected. Certainly our country would
be outraged and saddened if our em-
bassy had been bombed under such cir-
cumstances.
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